CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

00029.JPG 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

2000259.001 

Medium: 

Image File 

Maker: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

Not stated 

Language: 

Not applicable 

Applicant: 
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Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted 
to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Descriptive note: 

None 

Display conditions: 
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Date of entry in Register: 

20 October 2020 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

Date of notice of decision: 

20 October 2020 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is a screenshot showing how a video (OFLC Ref 2000259.000) was posted to 
Facebook. While the screenshot does depict bestiality this is not explicit, and the purpose of the 
post does not appear to be to promote and support bestiality. Rather, the video was posted with 
commentary denouncing the conduct as “shocking”, and to spread disinformation that the COVID- 
19 pandemic was caused by Asian peoples engaging in bestiality. The unrestricted availability of the 
publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. Although bestiality is not promoted, 
encouraged or explicitly depicted, there is still risk of harm in exposing children and young people to 
such content. Exposure to the concept of bestiality through this image/post may shock and disturb 
them, and is likely to negatively affect their developing sexual attitudes and behaviours. Further, a 
high degree of maturity is required to contextualise the post as racist disinformation. The publication 
is therefore restricted to adults. This restriction imposes a limit on the right to freedom of expression, 
however it is reasonable and justified in order to prevent injury to the public good. 




